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Breathtaking inspiration is what comes to mind 
when looking through Textile-Link’s newest book, 
FeltPassion (www.textile-link.com/feltpassion).
!is book is a slow page-turner. !e collection of 

work from these artists is exceptional. !e reader is moved to 
take time to study the images in depth and to read about each 
artist’s creative process.
FeltPassion has the same excellent format as the "rst two 
books by Textile-Link that were enthusiastically reviewed in 
previous issues of Fiber Art Now. !ere are 750 color photos 
by 95 artists. !e artists presented are from German-speaking 
countries and two pages of images were allocated to each artist’s 
work, where they also share their creative process along with a 
link to their website. 
For example, there are stunning images of Dorothee Fichter’s 
(www.dorothee!chter.e2make.de/!lz-bilder.html ) extraordinary 

use of natural materials, which are felted into her vessels. 
She embeds bark, seeds, leaves, and sticks in "bers from 
various breeds of sheep.
Maria Friese talks about how she experiments with 
vegetable paints to create her “emotional landscapes.”  
!ere are wonderful images of her three-dimensional 
pieces with their gentle colors and delicate felted 
layers (www.MariaFriese.com).
!e work of Andrea Noeske-Porada, which is also 
represented, is complex and interesting. !e images 
included are unusual geometric, felted angles and 
patterns(www.kuimsou.de).
!is book is full of noteworthy artists that are lifting 

the world of felt to another level. !ere 
are so many outstanding works that 
it will easily become a reference for 
inspiration, making it an excellent 
addition to any "ber artist’s library.

Cami Smith is the community 
manager and content developer 
for Fiber Art Now. She also is 
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Fiber Matzke
Edited and Published by Carol Olig, 2013
REVIEWED BY MARCIA YOUNG

The recently released Fiber Matzke is a visual guide 
to the work of "ber artist, Jean Matzke. She is one 
of those rare artists with a robust body of work 
punctuated by a successful business career. Jean 

Matzke was compelled to express herself in multiple "ber 
mediums, including basketry, tapestries, handmade paper, wall 
hangings, and more. Her tribal sensibility shows throughout 
much of her mask work, and her tapestries draw on the kimono 
shape for inspiration. Other strong arts background experiences 
gave her the skills to stretch her art in many directions. !is 
gorgeous homage to a life cut short is 80 pages of inspiration. 
Jean, a Minnesota "ber artist, was hit by a car in 2009 while 
walking her dog. 
In the words of editor and lifetime friend, Carol Olig, “Jean was 
an artist, and I am an art lover. Because I love her art as much as 
I do, I decided that her work needed to be seen by more people 
than she had reached so far. A book of quality photos made the 
most sense to me. Others say the book was my way of mourning. 
Either way, I’ve found that it has inspired many. I’m sure Jean 
would be pleased.”
In the words of Anita Mills, author of Fiber Matzke’s forward, 
“What an incredible variety of subjects and techniques are to be 
found here. Serious treatments of the traditional and political bristle 
alongside playful musings about the everyday. Masks, "gure studies, 
nature studies, small abstractions, journal jottings, garments, and 
vessels make repeated appearances throughout Jean’s art.”
Jean Matzke was a regional "ber artist whose work deserves a 
worldwide audience, and this book gives all of us the opportunity 
to take part.
Fiber Matzke is available from www.!bermatzke.com. !e author 
can be contacted at !bermatzke@comcast.net.
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